[Branhamella catarrhalis: incidence in pulmonary infections and determination of sensitivity to 5 antibiotics].
This study reports 45 cases of respiratory tract infection associated with Branhamella catarrhalis, diagnosed by bacteriological examination out of 980 sputum samples studied over a 6 months period. These infections were observed mainly in patients with chronic respiratory disease (68.9%). More than half of the isolates were found in pure culture, others were isolated from mixed infections most often with Haemophilus influenzae, Streptococcus pneumoniae or H. influenzae plus S. pneumoniae. 64.7% of Branhamella catarrhalis isolates produced beta-lactamase. In vitro antimicrobial susceptibility testing demonstrated that the B. catarrhalis isolates, including beta-lactamase producing strains, were very susceptible to clavulanic acid plus amoxycillin (MIC90:0.12 microgram/ml) as well as to doxycycline and erythromycin (MIC90:0.5 microgram/ml).